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[image: C:\Users\charmaine\Desktop\Pictures\Welcome\Welcome cross.jpg]Welcome:
Welcome to St Mary’s Parish and this time of preparation for Baptism for your child. 
We join with you in thanking God for the gift of your child.
This is indeed a busy and wonderful time in the life of your family.
We hope that you will be engaged by our presentation, and we thank you in advance for your participation.
May this preparation help to make your child’s Baptism a truly joyful and Spirit filled event.
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   Let us begin in Prayer.
     In the name of the Father, 
   And of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

      
        Loving God, We thank you and praise you for being with us today.
Thank you for the gift of this child(ren), their parents and Godparents.
Bless this family and their child(ren) with Your grace and love,
Surround them with goodness and guide them as they journey 
Toward the Sacrament of Baptism and all its gifts.

God, please smile upon them, and through Your teachings
May they find contentment through kind and thoughtful acts.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen
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With Covid Restrictions changing, we can now have 
up to 5 different groups of families per Celebration. 

At the moment, most Baptism Celebrations occur 
outside regular Mass times, unless requested by a family.

Baptisms are usually held every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month at 1pm. 
If requested, Baptisms can also be during the week on Wed, Thurs, or Fri depending on availability.  

If you need a special request due to special circumstances, please contact mirek.kostarzewski@caedm.ca or 403-347-3114 (Ext 1) to discuss the possible options.

Once you have completed all the paperwork, scanned, and sent it back in, 
including a copy of your Child’s Birth Certificate, and completed this Seminar, 
please contact Charmaine to confirm and book a date for Baptism.

If you haven’t received your Child’s Birth Certificate yet,
please contact Charmaine for possible options.

We welcome you and your family to this Amazing Gift from God.

[image: C:\Users\charmaine\Desktop\Pictures\Baptism\Baby in hands.jpeg]The Birth of Your Child 
“The Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14)

Few things in life are as moving as the birth of a child.  The entrance of a child into our lives never leaves us the same.  Similarly, the Celebration of Baptism has a transforming effect on the life of a child and their family.  
Baptism isn’t just one more thing to be checked off on the list of items 
– diapers, check; car seat, check; Baptism, check.

Baptism is something to be celebrated and every celebration requires preparation.  We come together today as part of that preparation to explore why Baptism is important to you for the life of your child, to better understand and appreciate the rituals of the Baptism Rite and to understand that Baptism is a lifetime Sacrament and a gateway to the other Sacraments. 
 
[image: ]Congratulations!  
You are Parents, Godparents or Adoptive Parents!
You have said “yes” to God’s creative love in your lives.
You have said “yes” to life.
You are having or have already brought the miracle of life into this world, your child!
Through your love a new and eternal life has become flesh!
[image: ]                     
                     Psalm 139 says 
“You knit me together in my Mother’s womb”
God has knit this child in your womb 
And God has called your child into being.
God loves your child in a deep and personal way, 
As much as you do.
[image: The Gift of God | Walmart Canada]God invites you as parents to participate in this divine work of Creation.  
Out of your love, God has made a new life.  
You will nurture, protect, & love this miracle of Creation.

Your child is literally a Work of Love and a Gift from God!
We join with you in thanking God for the Gift of your Child.  

Preparing for the Celebration of Sacrament is a time of joy and anticipation in the life of the church and in the life of the family.

 (from the Catechism of the Catholic Church 1213-1216, 1282)

[image: ]Baptism is a Precious Gift 
given by God through the Church.
As parents, we have the privilege of presenting our children to receive this gift, a gift that will last a lifetime and beyond.

This gift is a Sacrament, an encounter with Christ himself.  
Baptism is a moment when Christ comes to us and acts within us and among us.  In this encounter, we are transformed.

This is true for older children and adults who understand the meaning of Sacrament and choose it for themselves, and it is also true for the babies and young children, at their Baptism.
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“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, And before you were born,
                    I consecrated you” (Jeremiah 1:5)

This scripture reminds us of the mystery of 
God’s intimate relationship with us, even before we were born:

The Church honors this relationship by offering Baptism to the youngest of children.
The child’s right to Baptism becomes even clearer when we recall 
Jesus’ words to his disciples regarding little children:

[image: ]“Let the little children come,
 it is to such as these that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs” (Matthew 19:14)

Baptism is part of the most ancient tradition of the Church.  

It is a powerful and visible reminder to us that God’s love and salvation are not earned but are offered to us as a gift.

Our understanding and wonder of Baptism grows and deepens 
with each passing year.  

Infant/Toddler/Young Child for Baptism can be an occasion 
[image: ]for Parents, Godparents, family, friends, and the community to enjoy, with renewed wonder and gratitude, the precious gift in our lives. 
Please watch this video from the Archdiocese of Edmonton with Archbishop Richard Smith (11 min) https://vimeo.com/222546587

[image: ]What is the Sacrament of Baptism? 
Baptism is the first Sacrament of Initiation. 
Confirmation and Eucharist are the other two.  

Baptism leads the newly baptized person to the table of the Lord. We enter Christ’s Body, the Church.  (CCC 1212-13, 1275) 


Baptism is the First of Three Sacraments  
If your child is enrolled in RDCRS (Red Deer Catholic Regional School) then 
1st Eucharist begins in Grade 2 and Confirmation in Grade 6.  
If you have plans to have your child in the Public School System, you will need to contact the church directly as you will not be given notice when Sacramental Preparation begins.  

The Catholic Church and Catholic Schools work together with families to help them grow in their faith.

Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit and the door which gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as children of God; we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her mission. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1213)

Once Baptized, a person becomes a member not just of their parish, but of the whole Catholic church worldwide.
[image: ]Baptism is: 

“Welcome into the wonderful family of God”
- Saying Hello and welcoming God into your family

Celebration of birth and life 
- it can also be a reminder and renewal of our own Baptismal commitment  
  made by our parents or ourselves.

An invitation, extended by God through the Church community 
- all you have to do is ask!



“Baptism is a Gateway to a life in the Spirit and the 
door to the other Sacraments”

This indelible mark on the soul is only the beginning of a lifetime connection
to the church and the community.
[image: ]“Baptism is symbolic of God’s love,
and a sign of God’s life in the world and of His Grace”

Since you knew that there was a child soon to be part of your family through birth or adoption, you began speaking, interacting, 
and maybe even singing with your child.  You would never think of waiting until your child was older to communicate with them, 
to speak to them or teach them how to talk.  So, it is with Baptism.


Your commitment to bringing your child to the church for Baptism shows that you want to teach 
your child a very special language, the language of God’s love. 
 
They have already started learning this language of love from you, as their parents or guardians.  

The next steps will be for them to recognize God’s love through their Godparents, extended family, friends, the school, and the rest of the church community.
  
As they grow, every interaction will be Permeated with the Love of family and the Love of God.

[image: ][image: Can a Catholic be "de-baptized"? --Aleteia][image: ]Baptism is:

Where we begin to be grounded in our own faith
Where our child will start their own journey
Where this awakening takes place within the family
 
It is the beginning and the 
First of the Three Sacraments of Initiation
into full communion with Christ and the Church.

[image: ]One Step in a Lifelong adventure of Faith
Belonging is important
[image: ]
From the moment of birth, children seek to belong.

To know the faces, voices, and touch of those we call 
mom and dad is essential in the development of a child.

The need to belong is not limited to just our family.

When a person comes seeking Baptism into the life of the Church, they are asking to belong.  
Although through the Sacrament of Baptism one is initiated into life in Christ and the Church, there is another important way to belong.

[image: ]
· The Gift of a Name signifies the Holiest Human  
           experience: entering into a relationship

· Our name is our Identity

· God calls us by Name

· What Name do you give your child?  and Why?


[image: ]We now ask you as a family to reflect on what name you have given your child or are thinking about giving your child. 

· Is it tradition?  The name of someone you admire.  
· Is it a combination of more than one name? 
· Have you chosen a name based on a Saint?
· Is it a name that connects to you and you are not sure why? 


If you haven’t chosen a name yet, please consider what is important to you in a name.

“By Name I have called you! I Love you and you are mine!” (Isaiah 43:1) 
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As you are listening and watching this video below,
we ask you to
think about your child and whisper their name.
Picturing them as a baby, a toddler, a small child,
their first day of school, middle school, high school,
maybe their graduation day, and even their wedding day.

They will be called by name their entire life,
and God knows each and every one of us by name.

Have a listen and watch this video by Carey Landry (4:41 min) “By Name I Have Called You”
https://youtu.be/EPiwmbPTQDw
[image: ]
What are Sacraments?
- Tangible signs and symbolic actions that help us to encounter God.
- SYMBOLS of GOD’S LOVE
- SIGNS OF GOD’S LIFE IN THE WORLD
- SIGNS OF GOD’S GRACE

Sacraments celebrate notable, special moments in our faith lives.
[image: ]
The 7 Sacraments:

In the Catholic faith, 
there are 7 different Sacraments 
that we celebrate as we journey through our faith life.



Baptism: is the first step in our lifelong journey with Jesus

Eucharist (Communion): we receive the Body and Blood of Christ 
      – which nourishes us in a spiritual way and draws us closer to God.

Confirmation: is when a more mature Christian makes a commitment 
                           to be more active in their faith and their community. 
                           The commitment to want to continue on their Faith Journey 

Marriage: is the union between husband and wife in the presences of God with family & friends.

Holy Orders: is the ordination of priests, deacons/religious life

Reconciliation (Confession): is where we seek and find God’s unconditional forgiveness.

Anointing of the Sick: was once called Last Rights.  It is now a ritual of healing from mental, spiritual and/or physical illness. It is also still used for those people who are dying.


Watch this video on “The Sacrament of Baptism: (1:40 min) from Word on Fire with Bishop Barron
https://youtu.be/Eq_3mGV6RU8


Rite of Christian Baptism and its Signs and Symbols:
[image: Image result for rite of baptism]
What will happen during the Baptism Celebration?
(taken from “Your Child’s Baptism” ©2014 Novalis, Canada)

The Baptismal Celebration is full of 
wonderful images and symbols of what happens in this Sacrament. 
 
The most ordinary realities of life – people, water and font, oil, light – express the deepest mysteries of our faith.
[image: ]
Signs of Baptism: a Shower of Gifts
We experience these mysteries through our senses.  
We need to hear, see, smell, and touch these symbols.  
We should see and hear the water flow freely, 
Smell the wonderful fragrance of the Chrism (the oil consecrated by the bishop) See the candle light us and warm the world, and 
speak and sing with loud and joyful voices.  
All these things reveal God’s actions in our world.

RITE OF BAPTISM FOR A CHILD
[image: C:\Users\charmaine\Desktop\Pictures\Baptism\Baby praying.jpg]
*Please be at the church and sitting in your
pew at least 15 min ahead of time.

*Please ensure that the child to be baptized is wearing a white garment.  If the child is walking, then a white shirt or blouse and dark pants or skirt is acceptable. 
 
*Be sure to have the child to be baptized, the parents and the 
Main Godparent(s)/Sponsor(s) are seated closest to the center aisle.

*Remind your family and friends that pictures may be taken from where they are seated. You may approach the priest/deacon afterwards to pose for some photos, but please let him know beforehand.  Please ask permission to take pictures. 

· At the moment, you are not required to wear a mask but may do so if you wish. 
· Please be mindful of others comfort level and the 6 ft distancing curtesy. 

It is important to participate in the Ceremony when you are called to do so, 
especially in the joy of celebrating your child and the wondrous gift they are being given. 
Responses should be given with boldness and clarity.

The parish priest or deacon administers the Sacrament, anointing the person being Baptized with oils, and pouring blessed water over their head three times as he says the words, 
“I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

Have a look at this video on Baptism, What Baptism Does, and the 3 Virtues and Graces.
‘The Sacrament of Baptism’ from St Michael Parish and the Catholic Newman Center - UWnewman.org (2:19 min) https://youtu.be/oIz3U5OrLRU
Liturgy for Baptism Celebration (outside of Mass):
[image: C:\Users\charmaine\Desktop\Pictures\Baptism\beautifulonehdr.jpg]
The Celebrant will greet all present and then move into the Opening Dialogue: 

Celebrant: What name do you give your child?  
Parents response: (Full name of the child)

Celebrant: What do you ask of God’s Church for (Child’s Name)?  
Parents response: Baptism

Celebrant: (may use these or similar words) 
You have asked to have your child baptized. 
In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of training him/her in the practice of the faith. 
It will be your duty to bring him/her up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, 
by loving God and our neighbor. 
Do you clearly understand what you are undertaking?  
Parents response: We do.

Celebrant: (turning to the Godparents/Sponsor(s) 
Are you ready to help the parents of this child in their duty as Christian parents?  
Godparents’ response: We are. 
[image: ]
Celebrant: (Child’s name), 
The Christian community welcomes you with great joy. 
In its name, I claim you for Christ our Savior by the sign of His cross. 

I now trace the cross on your forehead and invite your parents and Godparents to do the same. 
(He signs the child near their forehead, in silence) 
Then he invites the parents and Godparents to do the same. 

[image: ]Opening Prayer – The Response is “Amen.”
Liturgy of the Word: with the reading(s), Gospel and the homily.
Intercessions: Each prayer will end with “We pray to the Lord:” Response is: “Lord, hear our prayer.”
The Lord’s Prayer: (spoken together as communiity)
Litany of the Saints: the celebrant next invites all present to invoke the saints. Holy Mary, Mother of God. “Pray for us” 
Saint Joseph… “Pray for us” (others will be included) 
The Litany concludes “All holy men and women”  “Pray for us” 


Preparatory Rites – the Celebrant will say a Prayer. We respond with an Amen.

[image: ]Anointing before Baptism:
The celebrant continues with prayer and anoints the child 
just below the collar with the Oil of Catechumen. 
(Please have the baptismal garment open at the neckline so that the priest or deacon can do so)
At the moment, the celebrant uses a white cotton ball to anoint the child with Holy Oil.   We respond to the prayer with “Amen”.



[image: ]
Celebration of Baptism
Includes an Invitation to Prayer and the Prayer over the Water. 
The celebrant will indicate what the responses will be. 

Profession of Faith – the celebrant speaks to the parents and Godparents and will pose the questions of renunciation of sin and the Profession of Faith: 
Do you reject sin, so as to live in the freedom of God’s children?   Parents and Godparents response is I do.   

[image: ]
Gathering Around the Font:
Gathering round the Baptismal Font: In the early Christian community, candidates descended into deep pools of water and emerged on the other side, showing that they had been changed with Christ.  
The font still evokes this change. 
(from Jesus’ death to the birth of new life in Jesus’ resurrection)



[image: ]Water:
Is the most powerful symbol of Baptism. It is what most people associate with baptism.  Water cleanses, refreshes, and gives life.
By its cleansing and purifying power, it is a symbol of Christ.

“To Baptize” means to immerse or submerge.
By its cleansing and purification & the necessity of life,
it is a symbol of Christ.
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Baptized with Water:
The celebrant invites the family into the sanctuary 
and questions the parents and Godparents:

Celebrant: Is it your will that (child’s name) should be baptized in the faith of the Church, which we have all professed with You?  
Parents and Godparents Response is It is.

Celebrant: I baptize you in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit!  Response: Amen
[image: C:\Users\charmaine\Desktop\Pictures\Baptism\holy oils 2.jpg]Anointing after Baptism
The celebrant will say a prayer,
to which we respond Amen

He will then anoint the child 
on the crown of the head with Chrism.


At the moment the celebrant uses a cotton ball to anoint the child with Holy Oil.
The Oil of Chrism a mixture of olive oil and balsam anointed to the crown of the child’s head.  
It is a sign of being sealed with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
This oil is also used at Confirmation and Holy Orders.  
It is a sign of strengthening to live as a follower of Jesus – to bring God to a needy world, to boldly speak the truth of God’s love and to serve others with compassion.

[image: ]Clothed with a White Garment:
“You have put on Christ”
Now that the newly baptized has “put on Christ” 
a sparkling white robe is recognized to symbolize this new life, 
a new beginning with Christ.  
Is a symbol of the purity of God’s love.  
It is a sign of innocence and the new life of resurrection. 

It is a sign of the transformation affected by baptism and is an outward sign of Christian dignity.
For the Baptism Celebration we ask that your child be dressed in white.
For older children, at least a white shirt or blouse and dark pants or skirt.  
You may still choose a complete white outfit or traditional white gown if you like.

[image: ]Lighted Candle: (provided by the Parish) 
This candle is provided by the parish as a gift to the newly Baptized.

This is a symbol of Christ, who is the Light of the World, 
and who has entered into the Child’s life.  
Its flame symbolizes the Flame of Faith that will burn throughout life.

The Parents, Godparents and Parish Community are the
Light for the child and must nurture the child until they can do so themselves.

At the Baptism Celebration, the priest or deacon will ask one or two of the
Godparent(s)/Sponsor(s) to come forward and light the candle from the Easter (Pascal) candle.
The Godparent is to hold the candle for the child.
(Please remember to give the Baptismal candle to the Parent when they are heading home)
[image: ]Scripture/Bible/Prayers
Are symbols of faith. 
The Liturgy of the Word 
is the way in which God speaks to us.

Ephphatha Rite: The priest or deacon will also say a prayer near the child’s ears and mouth so as to receive and proclaim 
God’s Word throughout the child’s life.    
At the end of this Rite, the Response is Amen. 
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Community
Whether your child receives Baptism at Mass or after Mass at a small service, we still want to include a sense of community. 
 
Being part of the community symbolizes the kingdom of God and is represented by all those attending your child’s Baptism. 

The celebrant will say a Blessing over the child and their family.  

At the end of each Blessing, everyone responds with Amen, giving our “yes” to each prayer.

The priest or deacon will present your child to be welcomed by the community,
 to be welcomed into the kingdom of God.  
“It takes a whole village to raise a child”

If you would like to review the Rite of Baptism
please download the sheet labeled “Rite of Baptism” from the website


[image: ]

                    (a sweet image)








Please watch this video on Baptism: (7:26 min) https://youtu.be/SKisfEgd3IY from Catholic Central

[image: ]
The First Step on the Journey of Faith: 

The Celebration of Baptism is the first step
in the making of a Christian.
Over the next few years as you journey in faith together, 
you and your family will deepen your faith and understanding 
of the mystery celebrated in Baptism.


This journey together is the best preparation for the completion of your child’s initiation into the Christian community.  
This will then include 1st Eucharist (Communion) often celebrated in grade 2 and Confirmation is often celebrated in grade 6 in this Diocese.

Now we are going to move onto Godparents/Sponsors:



[image: ]Godparents/Sponsors:

This is a big day for your family, and you want to do the right thing.
It is up to you to choose your child’s Godparents with guidance from the church.





Godparents are to represent the Christian Catholic community, the Church.  
They are to assist in the preparation of the individual for Baptism and to be supportive of them afterwards.  When it comes to Baptism, Godparent(s)/Sponsor(s) are to assist the child’s parents in raising their child in our Catholic faith, so that the child may profess and live it as an adult. 

Godparent(s)/Sponsor(s) Guidelines:

One Sponsor, Male or Female is sufficient 
 If you choose more than one, than second one needs to be of the opposite gender of the first
 (1 male and 1 female) – (Canon Law 873)

Main Godparent/Sponsor: 
Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, be a practicing Catholic, and be at least 16 years of age (Canon Law 874)

Additional Sponsor(s):
May be chosen of the opposite gender, over the age of 16 and be at least Baptized in a recognized Faith.  (Policy #606 Edmonton Archdiocese)


[image: ]
All this may seem like quite a bit, but the purpose is to ensure that the rich and beautiful faith of the Church is passed on to your child in the most loving and authentic way possible. 

Hopefully, you know by now that the task of choosing Godparent(s)/Sponsor(s) is one which should be performed with much prayer, careful thought and with greatest concern for the precious spiritual life of your child. 

Pray for your Godchild and Share your own Faith Journey with this child!


[image: ]Community:
· The Church is a community of believers.
· As Archbishop Romero said, 
     “We are Jesus’ hands, feet, mouth and heart on earth”
· Our community helps parents and Godparents/Sponsors 
      to nurture the flickering light of faith in the child, 
      until he/she can fan it for themselves.
· Baptism is the Sacrament that 
     makes us members of Jesus’ community.
· It is how we come to belong to God and to each other.


[image: BabyInJesusArms]
Letter to Your Child:
Invitation to write a letter to your child
You may have the priest Bless the letter if you like the next time you come to the church.
Keep this letter in a safe place and share it with your child when they receive the Sacraments of 1st Eucharist, Confirmation, Marriage.  
You could also pass it to them at Graduation.
The intention is to write in your own words all the hopes and dreams you have for your child and then share it with them later.  
This is so that they realize what an amazing gift you gave them with Baptism.





[bookmark: _Hlk124946809]Reflection Questions: (please send the responses to mirek.kostarzewski@caedm.ca


Having seen an overview of the nature and the Rite of Baptism, we would like you, as a family, to discuss these questions that encourage you to reflect over what you are being called to do and how to better follow the teachings of the church.

Take a few moments to reflect on the question and then, share your thoughts.

1)Why do you desire Baptism for your child?

2) What things are you planning to do, to help raise your child or Godchild in the faith?

3) What are some ways that attending Mass with your child and family can make it a more positive experience for everyone? 


Closing Thoughts:
Thank you for deciding to Baptize your child here at St Mary’s Parish. 
God bless you and your child(ren) as you journey with Christ. 
Consider writing or reviewing your letter to your child and remember to keep it in a safe place.
Please send in your answers to the Reflection Questions.
Please remember to complete all the paperwork and send it back to  mirek.kostarzewski@caedm.ca
[image: C:\Users\charmaine\Desktop\Pictures\Baptism\God's gift.jpg]

Closing Prayer:
Let’s put our hearts and minds in a place of prayer.
Over the next several days we encourage you to reflect
on the thoughts and ideas of today.

Loving God,
We thank You and praise You for being with us today.
Thank You for the gift of our family.
Bless our family with Your grace and love and Surround us with goodness and hope.
With Your guidance and love, 
Help us to share with each other the importance of Baptism in our lives and the life of our child.
We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.



If you have any questions or concerns, please direct them to 
 mirek.kostarzewski@caedm.caor 403-347-3114 extension 1
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